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e What we are doing to get good fire
back on the landscape

Bringing Good Fire E

5“‘1'l-|!’

Clint IsbeII — F|re Ecologist
USDA Forest Service: Klamath National Forest

Presentation and preparation credit: Clint Isbell, Will Harling, Luna g
Latimer, Bill Tripp, Karuna Greenburg and WKRP Partnership

. B, Ra=e -
=g v - s, T - T e e W"‘- 'y
TR N, T, e d aa ma e | OO s b e My P e T W T |


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Good morning; I am a fire ecologist on the Klamath National Forest and a co-lead for the Western Klamath Restoration Partnership.  Today I am going to the opportunity to talk about the Western Klamath Restoration Partnership and efforts to bring good fire back to the landscape through a collaborative paradigm.  The picture you see here is of the Forks of Salmon River area and represents much of the partnership area.
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e Initial meetings in 2007. Focused on instream issues.

» Began facilitated upslope restoration workshops w
US FLN in Spring 2013.

* An open group comprised of Federal, Tribal, Non-
governmental Organization (NGO) and local
participants. FS not convener.

 Collaboratively identified planning area (1.2 million
acres)

» Goal: Restore “historic” (natural w people) fire
regimes in the Western Klamath Mountains.


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Initial meetings focused on instream issues; however, we realized that what happens upslope dramatically effects the landscape and watersheds.  After numerous attempts in the past for collaborative efforts we used a facilitated approach through the Nature Conservancy  fire learning network to begin working towards toward the goal of restoring historic fire.
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Grim Realities and Potential
Opportunities From Fire History Analysis

NO areas are within their historic fire return intervals, or
even remotely close.

With no fire exclusion and continued native and early
settler burning patterns, we would see smaller self-
limiting fire footprints, and some places with 25-50 fire
overlaps.

Percent of Planning

Number of Fires Sum of Acres

Area
0 583,971 48.8%
1 362,278 30.3%
2 75,496 14.7%
3 67,048 5.6%
4 7,339 0.6%
5 618 0.1%
Total Acres 1, 196,750 100%
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In middle of wilderness
No management


(Re-defining Spot Fires)

2014 Whites Fire
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showing precipitation and storm track
from Whites Fire pyrocumulonimbus cloud
which ignited the Man Fire and Happy
Camp Complex.

Fire perimeters from August 18, 2014.
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Ending as a result of pyrocumulus
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We are also seeing an increase impact to our communities.


Happy Camp Complex 2014



Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is what large, high severity fire looks like.  This is upper Walker Creek on the Klamath National Forest. 


"~ 'Western Klamath Restoration Partnership

Overlay Assessment Ranking Scheme for Treatment Prioritization

e Community Wildfire Protection Plan Layers
— Structures Layers
— Public/Private Property Boundary Layers
— Critical Access/Egress Routes
— Complete Road System (Public and Private)
— Manual Fuels Treatments (Public and Private)
— Upper 1/3rd Slopes

— Existing Firelines
— Insolation (Solar Heating) - South/Southwest Slopes

Karuk Eco Cultural Resource Mgmt Plan Layers

— Historic Trail System Layer

— Klamath Mixed Evergreen (Tan Oak range)

— Klamath Siskiyou Lower Montane Serpentine Woodland
— Black Oak BpS

— White Oak Bps

Silvicultural Layers
— Managed Stands Layer
— Mid Mature Dense Stands Layer
— Crown Fire Potential (97th percentile) or Flamelength (0-4’, 4-8’, 8+)
— Plantations >40yrs. old

Wildlife Layers

— Spotted Owl Nest Sites Buffer
— Elk Winter Range Restoration Potential Layer




’ shland

estepﬁfﬁlamath Restoration Partnership Pilot Projects — Putting workshops and agreements into practice
Geographic Scopeiand Pilot Projects

~ OREGON
CALIFORNIA

1. Three Pilot Projects

* Bring us from agreement in principal to agreement in practice

* Focused on manual, mechanical and emphasis on getting fire back
on the landscape.

* Build multi-organizational capacities

e Community based projects

* Building a local workforce

e Restoring frequent fire regimes including recent fire footprints

2. Collaborative Project Teams

* Intergovernmental Interdisciplinary Team (IID Team)
* Archaeology for Cultural Resource Benefit

e Stand Exam Crew

e Wildlife Crew

* LiDAR acquisition and field crew

* Food Grove Assessments

* Prescriptions Workgroup

* Botany Surveys

e Research and Development

D WKRP Geographic Scope LT &
Somes Bar Pilot Project

Happy Camp Pilot Project |

Yellow Jacket Ridge Project i eeo.;ra"E;:cs e A

rogrid IGI',Q' |G R swisstapo, and

Wilderness
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Presentation Notes
Our planning area is approximately 1.2 million Acres and includes seven communities at risk that are covered under four CWPP’s, a variety of tribal equivalent working documents, and two land and resource management plans.  This is very much a fire prone landscape. The greater vision developed by the WKRP is stated as; 

“Establish and maintain resilient ecosystems, communities, and economies guided by cultural and contemporary knowledge through a truly collaborative process that
effectuates the revitalization of continual human relationships with our dynamic landscape.”

As you can see this is a very large, very remote rural area, with plenty of overlap in regard to Federal, Tribal, State, local government, Non-governmental organization and community based interests. 


Fall 2016 Klamath River
Prescribed Fire Training Exchange (TREX)

SAVE THE DATE!!!
October3™ — October 15, 2016

ORLEANS SALMON RIVER HAPPY CAMP

Come join a diverse coalition of local, tribal, state and federal prescribed burners as we expand on last
year’s TREX to build a local Type Il Incident Management Team that brings good fire back to the
Western Klamath Mountains before the next wildfire. Call for applications will come out June 13th,
2016. Participants interested in IMT cadre or burn boss roles should engage as soon as possible.
For more information, contact:

Wiil Harling — (530) 627-3202 — will@mkwc.org

2016 Klamath River TREX Planned and Burned Units

rsjr'\ o stap 1,
} ] Sharp 3-Bshamp 2 o SR
Fou: Bushanan PleBum ¢11 "-f"s.-.i\
1 ~a Molyka 5,
b W Motyka 3%~ Motyka 1 PR L
. T Jacabs Unit 2 Ish Keesh 8 ey f?}q_r___,.._«
= N
3 Jacabs M-Pieﬂumﬂyﬁhh:ﬁmn P S, #
ud { Lower Dyer " 4 ponar untt 3 i TR -3
! Copllum - Pile Eurn.;}., i e 5!.*;
. G'E;pu-en- Bonar Unk §
, S File Bumn
ySiskiyou .
Wilderness # Rwvera
I oy e Upper 2
; g "B 8—Hentz %
1‘\"""\-.1" sl L
Lacy 1 .=
;u juc]
S A >
E :i sgott
& i
‘:l:‘?’:éf el =
-I"T-- E“ nE |
gh L 5 Sirouss Marbl=
I, £ Matural . Mountain -;n"“t
H Strouss Wickman - Stand Wildermness J"G
e 1" strouss Driveway .-Jr?dl -
SUTUss Phone !.né; Sirouss Clearcut E
1 [ B
i A f:ﬂd“’l.','
O ai® '*'1 Stanshaw

K Blufl Cragy o
s,
L5 g T
i ] A
¢ 4 v %
3 J& SomesBar | &
Dl I gmjﬂhm 'Ql CEmpThrﬂl‘_ﬁ:P 1—'
| DelNone Bywater 7 - !
Hiambalké Humbolds :FFETEF B o Eﬁ )
T!_':!a e Marvin Manar z
Bacon Flai North
WhiteD akFiat P",,' Epa-“m;n g Buter
East Simms - Flat
Ambush Canyon
Pand i me._ Outer
Switchnack ¥ jDredge Rd | Bar4
Tenanik Welier -Plie Burn ;
MECavey Caryie Weller Ouster Bar 2 Cuter Bar 1 B
it ny | OuterBar3 7
};.—-" 5 5 5 -.T‘O%%
"j Beaver c% ’{% Msﬂ"m" Ritig
il : Y ot /]
-I'|U_‘;’ ;_ g g TREX 2016 Units
(e )
; i adams €| ® Planned
A S ol * 5 i R ned
" Trlm_‘-:y .!'All_ps . Y g WERF Boundary
# Wilderness 2
4 : g :

ﬂh'emar,i:]‘ :.F} 4
._H'gr"‘“

Date: IUEHEIE




Implementation:
TREX 2015 and 2016




Joint Chiefs and TREX: October 2016
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| E Low Severity

Composite Burn SeverltyP ’,,

\:’ Unchanged

- Moderate Severity
B Hich Severity

Fire History 1951 - 1960 |

- 0 - 1900 1961 - 1970
1901 - 1910 1971 - 1980

1911 - 1920 1981 - 1990 b
1921 - 1930 [ 1991 - 2000
1931 - 1940 [ 2001 - 2010
1941 - 1950 [ 2011 - 2020




Fire Management Strategies
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* Aerial (or ground based) ignitions along
ridge systems in the Fall and Winter when
EOOd burn windows present themselves,

oth in the wilderness and NF lands.

e Could cheaply and quickly restore the
function of hiih ridge systems as landscape
level fuelbreaks.

~ « Similar fire management activities being
,  discussed as we move forward.
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Challenges

Achievements







Mark Motyka
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